Pathways of

Letter From Our President & CEO
I am excited to introduce myself as the new President & CEO of Boys & Girls
Village and am looking forward to building on the growth that Dr. Steven Kant’s
leadership has brought to the agency as we face the challenges and successes
that lie ahead. Our Charles F. Hayden School continues to expand, we now offer
three different juvenile justice programs, and we have an exciting new building
beginning to take shape on our Milford campus. The Life Skills & Vocational
Training Center that is discussed in this report has helped us build new
partnerships with local community colleges and businesses in the area. We are thrilled to play such an
important role in helping youth and young adults face the challenges of early adulthood, but we are
even more thrilled to be able to bring the community together in helping to solve this problem.
Please feel free to reach out to me to discuss this new building or any other programs we have at BGV.
I look forward to getting to know all of you!
Sincerely,

Kim Shaunesey, Ph.D.
President & CEO
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BUILDING STRONG
FOUNDATIONS
Behavioral Health
Every child faces day-to-day pressures as they
navigate a pathway to adulthood. For many, the
social and emotional learning they receive in
their childhood helps to build the strength and
resiliency needed to handle these pressures.
Unfortunately, sometimes children face
challenges and setbacks unfairly at an early age
that make it harder to develop these skills.
BGV’s wide range of behavioral health services
offers a variety of interventions and therapies
including after school outpatient clinics,
intensive in-home therapy, and residential group
home options on the Milford campus. No matter
what challenges a child faces, BGV wants to
ensure that he or she is given every chance to
overcome those obstacles and build a fulfilling
future.

BGV PROVIDED

2,352

HOURS OF THERAPY IN 2019

A PLACE TO CALL HOME
Permanency Planning
“Foster care saved my
life and it restored my
family… it was the wakeup call we all needed.”
Former BGV foster care client, 24 years old

Every child needs a comfortable and secure
home. BGV works with families to reduce
behavioral problems and ensure that the
family can relate to each other in a safe and
constructive manner. If youth cannot stay with
their family, we offer therapeutic foster care.
BGV also offers reunification programs to help a
child return to their family home. While our goal
is for everyone to live at home with his or her
family, this is not always the best option. BGV
ensures that every child is safe and knows that
someone is looking out for his or her well-being.

CHANGING COURSE
Juvenile Justice
BGV offers group home residential programs
(short and longer term) as well as in-home therapy
with a goal to keep youth out of detention centers.
These programs offer therapy, mentoring, life
skills, and education in order to help modify
the child’s behavior and prevent the life-altering
experience of being incarcerated.

NEW PATHWAYS
Charles F. Hayden School
Charles F. Hayden School, our K-12 special
education school, welcomes children who are
having trouble finding the support they need in
their home school. Our teachers and therapists are
skillfully trained and ready to help any child in need
succeed academically, socially, and emotionally.

“If BGV hadn’t helped me I would
probably still be getting into
trouble at school, and maybe even
with the law. Getting into fights
and being angry is not what I
want. I stay positive now.”
Hayden School student, 17 years old

HAYDEN SCHOOL SERVED

188

STUDENTS BETWEEN THE AGES OF
7 AND 20 IN THE 2018-2019
ACADEMIC YEAR.

SUCCESSFUL FUTURES
Transition and Vocational
Early adulthood can be a risky time and BGV is
dedicated to increasing the chance of success and
reducing the chance of failure. A young adult who
does not have the confidence or skills to enter the
“real world” could suffer from substance abuse,
homelessness, or trouble with the law. Through
its Work to Learn program as well as Hayden
School, BGV provides older youth with the life
skills needed to handle day to day setbacks,
the job skills needed to find and maintain
employment, and the financial management skills
needed to save, budget, and purchase assets.

“I feel like I don’t have to
depend on anyone else now,
like I’m finally able to take
care of myself.”
Work to Learn participant, 19 years old

LIFE SKILLS &
VOCATIONAL TRAINING
CENTER
In January 2019, BGV received a grant from
the State to build a new Life Skills & Vocational
Training Center on the Milford campus. This
program will provide practical skills for our
students in the areas of automotive repair,
culinary arts, and manufacturing in order to give
them a leg up when entering the workforce. While
the building, which will be constructed in 2020,
is initially intended for Hayden School students,
BGV sees a future where youth from all over the
community can participate in this innovative and
life-changing program. BGV is collaborating with
local community colleges and business to build a
comprehensive curriculum that will best prepare
our students for jobs in the real world.

Financials
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Giving Thanks
Thank you to the donors and volunteers who have supported BGV over the past year.
We would like to extend a special thank you to the following major donors:

The Annie E. Casey Foundation • Bismark Construction Company
Blanchard Wealth Management • Connoisseur Media, LLC
Fairfield County’s Community Foundation • The Friends of Jimmy Miller, Inc.
The Goodnow Fund • Chris J. Hickmann • L.H. Brenner, Inc.
The Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation • The Werth Family Foundation
Want to learn more? Please visit www.bgvillage.org or email development@bgvillage.org.
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